
A Chronology of Bearcat Swim Teams 

From 1927-1943 the IHSAA conducted Men’s state championship swim meets.  There is little 

to no evidence that Muncie Central played a part in this series.  In 1950 the IHSAA resumed a 

state championship series.  Evidence shows that Central teams competed as an intramural 

program that eventually swam against rival Muncie Burris, a state power in swimming in the 

50’s. 1954 also appears to be Muncie Central’s first state competition, but scant record exists 

of this. 

The years 1958-1960 also appear to be a mystery.  A consistent record of participation begins 

in the 1960-1961 season.  The Bearcats swam at the downtown YMCA until 1970.  The Cats 

practiced at the ‘new’ Muncie North pool 1970-1972.  The Cats’ moved to their own 

natatorium in 1973.    

The Bearcats, like all successful high school programs, have been aided by strong “feeder” 

programs.  The YMCA, Oceanus, Cardinal swim clubs and Muncie neighborhood pools like 

Catalina and Halteman have always had a strong influence on Bearcat swimming success. 

Northside Middle school is also shaping future Bearcats with their competitive swim schedule. 

The following is a photo record of those Bearcat swim teams.  

 

1949 

 



 

 

 

1953  

 

 

 

 



1954 

 



1955 

 

 



1956 

 



1957 

 



 

 

The downtown YMCA was home to the Bearcats up until 

1970. 

 

 


