1996 Bearcat Clips...
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Gordon Heck, Adam Cairns,
Anthony Ellison and Mike Pinger.
.Heck also is the top seed in the
200 individual medley in 2:07.76, *

Luke Crawley is seeded No. 1 in ~
the 50 freestyle in :22.54.

There are no seedings in diving,
but Central’s Ryan Fillmann, the
defending state champion, is the
sectional favorite.

Teammate Casey Staton also
could finish among the top four
divers and advance to the new
diving regional, which will be 6:30
p.m. Tuesday at Kokomo. The top
eight divers from the regional
advance on to the state meet,

In other events, the first-place
finisher moves on to the state
meet, along with others who meet
a state standard.

No. 2 seeds for Central include
Crawley in the 100 free (:50.14);
Heck in the 100 backstroke
(:56.18); Cairns in the 100
breaststroke (1:05.21); and the 200
free relay team (1:32.62).

“We’re not sure yet who's going
to be on that team, but it’s
probably Crawley, Pinger, Nick~

State’s top”
divers still
can’t catch
Fillmann

R weekend on his path

toward another state diving
championship.

. The Central junior placed first
in the elite North Central High
School Diving Invitational in

"BOY
SWIMMING

Indxanapohs

“I think North Central invited
-27 divers, and 23 of the top divers
-in the state showed up,” Central
Coach Bob Chice said.

Chico said the meet mcluded
the prime challengers for the
IHSAA state championship, a title -
won by Fillmann last year.

Fillmann amassed an 11-dive
total of 447.50 points in the invita-
tional.

That score is seven points less
than his North Central =
"'Conference-record performance
Jast month, and it’s also a little
| short of his p"ié?xial—best total of

463.70.
*  Central sophomore Casey .
-Staton took 13th place in the invi-
tational with a score of 287.25.
< Fillmann and Staton combined
to earn first place in the team .
competition.-Two Valparaiso
divers combined for second place,
and two-Pike divers took third.
Also last week, Fillmann broke
- his own dual-meet diving record ™
- at Central with a 326.50 score.

" The major event on the horizon
for local swimming teams is the sec-
_tional, which will be Thursday and
Saturday of next week. Central,
Southside and Yorktown are among

yan Fillmann took

Rundell and Geoff Kallen,” Chico

Ty Kurt Nonmﬂor
Ryan Fillmann rehearses a move
prior to ginar

the teams in the Richmond Sectional,
while-Delta and Jay County are in the
Jay County Sectional. There could be a
shakeup in the sectional sites next

year. Six more schools in Indiana are
adding swim teams, and the tourna-
ment series is being realigned. -
Central finished its dual-meet sea-
son with a 7-2 record and placed sec-
ond in the North Central Conference
meet. The Bearcats feature a young
corps of versatile swimmers. For the
past ﬁve years, Coa.ch Bob Chico has
d his into his
_ Million Dollar Club if they swim every
" ‘possible event in competition some-
time during the season. This year, all -
20 swimmers on the roster will Mﬁﬁr

" for the club — a 100 percent sweep for
the first time. The Million Dollar Club

. members are ranked in order of their

aggregate time for all of the events.
The leader is junior Gordon Heck at
.16 minutes, 48 seconds. Sophomore -
Nick Rundell is second at 17:06, and _
junior Luke Crawley is third at 17:15.
Delta hosts Huntington North in the
last regular-season meet on Thursday
evening. It will be Senior Night for the
Eagles Andy Wallace, Casey
Mumaw, Marc Geelhoed, Jeremy
Dann and David Harkness will be
honored. Delta beat Blackford and
Madison Heights easily last week, then
lost or Samrda.y against Kokoma =

= ‘See SWIM / Page 19
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Gordon Hedk of Central

Relay success keeps

the backs log of the 200 medley.

'Cats in title contention

By ERICH WILLIAMS Central dominated the relay events by taking first
Pross sports. 3 in the 200-yard medley and 200-yard freestyle and
RICHMOND, Ind. - Muncie Central boys swim- grabbing second in the 400-yard freestyle.
ming Coach Bob Chico said his Bearcats thrive “Qur relays did really well tonight,” Chico said.

LR

undef adverse conditions.
If that is the case, Central should be inpretty

good shape when finishes in the 50-
the Richmond yard freestyle and
Sectional finals 100-yard breast-
take place at 2 p.m. stroke, respective-
Saturday in Tiano ly.
Junior Gordon
Heck and sopho-
more Nick Rundell
contributed to all
of Central's run-
ner-up spots.
for the consolation “Gordon did an
rounds after prelim- excellent job for
inary round action - us tonight,” Chico
‘Thursday night. said. “Nick also
Anderson will be had a great night
represented by 13 by swimming
swimmers in the some of his best
finals and eight in times.”
the consolations. Both swimmers
When the three were members of
teams met at the the second-place
400-yard freestyle
group.
Rundell had a per-
sonal best time by
taking second in
point and Anderson the 100-yard but-
was not far behind terfly.
Heck obtained
No. 2 positions in
the 100-yard back-
stroke and 200-
yard indi
medley.
come them, but ot _ Yorktown's Ryan Jnmnln explodes from the block forthostart”  The Bearcats
impossible: We * of the 50 freestyl: received four

thrive on that adversity.” - fourth-place slots, one fifth-place and one sixth-
One other local team, Yorktown, will have final- place positions, Four of Central's eight consolation

ists in five events and five 5 in lati are ranked either seventh or eighth.

competition. “Overall, I was pretty pleased with our results,”

With four first-pl.

" Junior Luke Crawley and sophomore Adam
Caims added to Cemml 's success with first-place

and four d-place finish-  Chico said.

es, Central is in the position to repeat as sectional

ion. But the

low as third.

also could wind up as

Despite finishing one spot out of the consolation
Soe SWIM / Page 22
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round in four different events, the

. same could be said for Yorktown. -

“Realistically, we placed as well
as we coild expect for our
seventh-place finish in the 400-
yard freestyle relay,” Yorktown
Coach Pam Swander said. “If they
gave an award for 13th place, we
would win sectional.” .

In the 100-yard butterfly, soph-
omore Ryan Jaromin snatched
sixth for Yorktown.

Yorktown's 200-yard medley
relay squad landed in sixth place.

Junior Todd Rowlett turned in
the Tiger's top performance with
a fourth-place finish in the 500-

. yard freestyle. He also was sixth

in the 200-yard freestyle.

“I know Todd will race hard
again on Saturday,” Swander said.
“l was pretty pleased with our

_ times. We swam real well.”

. Matt Arbogast will be
?uthside‘s lone representative
aturday as the sophomore
received 12th place for his 100-
yard breaststroke time.

RICHMOND SECTIONAL
lay - 1. Muncie Central,

200 freeatyle ~ 1. John Retnum (Anderson), 1-18 5K,
2. John Hubbard (va Castlp), BRL24; 3, Andy O'Maley
(Richmond), 115262, 1. Briun Jacot (Richmond), 15311,
b, Mjek Rundel (Mnm ie Central), L3N 6. Todd
Rowlett (Yorktown), 1:53.7

00 individnal medley - 1. Matt Tracy (Anderson 1,
2:000.02; 2. Gordon Heek (Muncie Comted), 20074; 5380
Whitney (Richmond), 2:10.76; 4 John Bowles (Muncie
Central), 20300 5. Josh Pyzik (Andemson Highland),
2.14.70; 6, Andy Barrick (Andenon Highlind), 2 14, 24

50 freestyle - 1. Luke Crawley (Muncie Central),.,
2400, 2. David Raing (New Castle), 23013 John Haven
(Anderson),. £3:&5; 4. Mike Pinger (Muncie Cential),
2861; 6. Man Sabine (Richmomd), 2158, 6. Josh Alliey
(Anderson), 2164,

100 butterfly - 1. M. Williams (Richmond), 6681 2.
Nick Rundell (Muncle Central), H7.17; 3. Jim IJIuIIv
(Andemson Highl ), HT.63; 4. Andy O'Maley (Rich-
mond), B7.81, 6. R. Conley (Richmond), B5.00; 0, Ryun
Jaromin (Yorkiown), i8H2,

100 freestyle - 1. Duvid Raln (New Castle), G0.04; 2,
John Haven (Andepson), 5047 3. Mt Sabine (§
mond), W& 4, Luke Crawley (Muncle Central), il
Josh Hubbard (New Castle), 6140 0. Josh Altrey
(Andemon), B1.63.

500 freentyle - 1. John Retrum (Anderon), 45588,
2. Brian Jacol (Richmond), 6: (4.50; 3. Brent. Nomrix
(Anderson Highland), B:11.18; 4. Todd Rowlelt (York.
town), G123, b, Mt King l/uwlrrmn). el4.80; 0. J.

' el l B

100 back - 1. Jim umhy (Andlemon Mluhlnml)
G661 2. Gordan Heek (Muncie Centrad), 6001 3. M.
Williams (Richmond), 67.32; 4. Nick Maze (Centerville),
67.78; 6. Jeff Melander (Yorklown), 1:00.64; 6. Jured
Smith LOL3.

100 breastatroke - I. Adum Calmw (Muncie Cen-
tral), 1:00.58; 2. Joxh Pyzlk (Anderson Hightand), 1:06.74;
3. Matt Tracy (Muncle Central), 106.77; 4, Cory Mantin
(Muncie Central), LOT.70; 5. Andy Darrick (Anderson
Iltuhluml). 147.64; 0, C. Rininger (Richmond), 1:08.(0).

400 freestyle retay - 1. Rlchmvmd. & :H h8; 2. Mun-

n, 4. Andenson
7.0 Y Ilm'mlnwn -Hl Il 0. New Custle,

54105,



By MEI.lSSA COOK R
Star sports repprter ol
RICHMOND;, Ind — Muncie Cen-
tral held a 3Vz~point lead going into
‘the final event of the IHSAA. boys’
swirming and diving .sectional at
Richmond Saturday, but the four
Bearcat relay swimmers- couldn’t
keep up with Anderson. ;
ltallcamedowntoaswlmoff
between Anderson, -Richgwond and
Muncie Centtal. A difference of 3.21

seconds-in the, 400-yard freestyle -

‘relay — Anderson winning and
Muncie Central finishing " third -
decided the ovem!l wmners of the
sectional. . -

i | thoughi it 'would go down to’
the last relay, and it 'did.” Central -

coach Bob Chicosaid. ~ .. .
Anderson and Muncie Central

had swimmers advance in’six and

three events, respectively. Rich-

mond qualified one swimmer for .

the state meet.

Muncie Central will send four ,

swimmers — Gordon Heck, Adam

Caimns, Mike Pinger, Richard Elli-

son in the 200 medley relay, and
Heck in the backstroke — to the
state and divers Ryan Fillmann and
Casey Stanton to the regional.

“It will be good to get some com-

petition before state,” said Fill- .

mann, the defending state champi+
on. “There's no one at state I

haven't beat yet, so I'm pretty opti- -

mistic going into it.”

The diving regional will be held
Tuesday at Kokomo, with the state
meet at the JUPUI Natatorium on
Friday and Saturday. - ...

RlOiMONDSECﬂONAI. f

T
Anderson 25 Rich-
mond 236.50,” Anduson hbﬂd 178 York
fown 121, NcowIh 9258 Gonnusv»
l'h%eu’cwn uon |d|h
48.50, Comuvn"o 34,Mum-e$o\nhl

6 individuals
200 med — 1. Muncie Centrol (Gor-
don Heck, , Mike Pinger, Richard
Elloson) 1:42.61;

1:43.17; 3. Richmond, 1:44.09; 4, Connersville,
1:45.60; 5. Vovhvwn(kyun de.leﬂMohd
cr. Ryan Jaromin, Tanner Thompson), 1:

6. Anderson, 1:50.45.

= 1. John Retrum (A), 1: 4647

Todd 1:50.94 'Ma
.1‘) 251,87 4. mmmm 1:52. ?s 5. .loll'wyn
‘%d (NC), 1:52.39; 6, Nick Rundell (MC),

2 Andcmm Highlond,

'entral sw1mmers fmlsh S

SWImmlng sectionals 51950, 6 Josh Kemnering 1), 52374..

1- Anderson, 1:30.93;

Rii‘ ), Cravdey, -Pinger,
oG et
-1 ; ; ! 8, ogers|
mﬂmc'“n, 50491 ’°"' "W’&%Sf ok, 136,45, Yorkown (Rowe, Trompion, omi
4, Jason thney m), z 1. 5?? John Bowles ~Hostetler, Liddy), 1:37.50, 3
), 21302: ¢ (AN, 2:13.13, 100 backstroks — 1. Lindzy (AH]; 54
(msvylo—l ( ),22.89; 2, - Heck (MC), 54.98; 3, Willioms (R), 5510 4
‘David Rains m 23.02; 3. ke Crawley (MC), * Nick Maze C), 58.79; 5. v), 58.56;
23.02;'4. Josh Alfrey (A); 23065 Pinger (MC],. 6. Jared Smith {A), 1:01. 63
+ 23.14; 6. Matt Sabine (R} 2 100 breasstroke — bw 1:01.54;-
Diving,— 1. RrumF- n(MCl,usw 2. 2 Caims {MC), 1»0396, 1:0401; .
Ryan Roy (AMH) 70.55; 8. Cosey Stonton 4. Barrick (AH), 1:06.21; 5 Clay Risinger ),
- (MC), 334.40; 4. Brian' Winchester -(NC], , [1:08.38;6

mh...?n." .’l‘n';;'""; .A»W,IS:ZO.5BE

333.60;'5. Wf‘wlawnslAMH),:!ll .50 6. Ben'

Golo{AH), 30225 ' 3..“*“""'%3:;’.@:@ 3:2419; 4, Andere
100 bttty — 1. Nt Wil R), 53,43, O  Crndey, Yok Koln), 32419; 4, Arder
2, I oy (AN, 5538 3"'"5«%., Y. son Highand, 5:2906; 5 3:39.08;

Castle (Brian ‘Aitchisen, Carter Slrong

g Rundell (M émq, 56.67; s Jarormin (¥), 57. 83;, 'Rams. Hobburdl. 3:4037.

. foy [R), 56. ;
fmm (NC), 56.02: 3. 'Aimi”,(;g\s e ’Delta finlshes 2nd
rd (NC], 51.29; 5. Sobine' (), 51.52; 6,
Cr%lg IMC), 51. u : PORTLAND Ind. — Norwell

2
01.43; Ao 5:04.21; edged Delta by one point to win.
552,..1, (Lm, 5:09. u”'sli'm King, (A), the Jay County boys' swimmmg
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“ Nick Runnell of Muncie Central competes in the 200-yard free-

style Thursday in the first round of the Richmond sectional. Run-
. nell placed fifth with a time of 1:63.39

» Boys’ swimming
Central boys advance
RICHMOND, Ind- — Muincie

Central swimmers qualified for the
boys' sectional finals in 13 évents

_with theirt performances in "

Thursday’s first round.

The final round is Saturday. Div-
ing also begins Saturday.

Central's Nick Rundell finished
second in the 100-yard butterfly
with as time of :567.17 and fifth in
the 200 freestyle with a time of
1:63.39

“Nick had ‘an excellent night,”
Central coach Bob Chico said. “He
had the best times in everything he
swam tonight.”

Yorktown will send swimmers
to six finals. Coach Pam'Swander
said her team did well for as young
as the swimmers are.

“Reahsncally we're 'as good .as
we can be,” Swander said.

2001rud|§, 1. Muncie Cen. 1:45.31; 2.
Rldv.l:“o A Hi 1:47,08; 4. Conn.
l:;g.OA . York, 1:49.66; 6. Andenion
1:52.

o1, i Vil lmslgl‘l 2 N:k
MCl

o s7la| G iy i
| Rain (NC), 50.06; 2.

Hmon , 50.47; 3. Maht Sabi
oy 'mc;smsml.

200 r
3.k, 1136.98; 4. macélr.aa,:sz, 5. CONN,
‘back - 1. Jim Lindzy_(AH), 55.51; 2.
K " 3, Wiliams (),
4. Nick Maze (C), 5778 5. ). Melander
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Central, Delta place
second in. sectionals

By CHUCK LANDIS
“Evening Press sports writer

Central and Delta each sur- -

passed expectauons/w earn close *
in

IHSAA secnonal swim meets. -
At Richmond, Central lost out
to No. 20 Anderson in a bid for its
second consecjitive team cham-
pionship. The Indians scored 252
points and the Bearcats 247.5.
- “Lthink we did a very good job
“and we lost to a very good
opponent,” Oéntral Coach Bob
Chico said.
Delta’s five-year hold over the

Jay County Sectional ended, but - 14

not without a fight. Favored Nor-
well managed a narrow 231-230
victory over the Eagles for t_he
title,

“We were
looking to fight
for second to-
fourth place,”
M Delta Coach
Tom Devine
said. “I don’t
think anyone
& predlcted us to

win — which we

didn't ~ but we
gave it a heck of a run.”

The local area will send four
individuals and four relay teams
to this weekend’s state meet at
the Natdtorium in Indianapolis.

In_addition, divers Ryan Fill-
mann and Casey Staton of Central
and Jason Peterson of Jay County
advanced to regional competmon
Tuesday in Kokomo.

Fillmann, the defending state
diving champion, easily won the
Richmond Sectional competition
with 445.156 points. Staton was
third with 334.40, while Peterson
was fourth at Jay County with
338.40.

Individual qualifiers -for the
state meet are:

W Delta’s Casey Mumaw, first
in the 200 freestyle (1:50.68) and
500 freestyle (5:02.97) and a
member of the 400 freestyle relay
team.

¢ @ Delta’s Andy Wallace, first
in the 100 freestyle (50.13 sec-
onds) and a member. of the 400
freestyle relay.

® Central's Gordon Heck

Heck

Wallace

ud-
dy, Jeff Melander, Rnn Jlmm\n. Tunner Thompson), ,
1:48.50; 6. Anderson, 1.t
—l Jmhnm(A).l“&ﬂ'E ‘I’ndd

Rowlett (Y), I: 3. Andy Oﬂlkl( R), 1:61.87;
Drian Jacot (R), 162.15 5. John Hubbard (NC), I nzw
1

. 6, Nick Rundell (MC), 1:62.05.

200 IM - 1 Ja-hPynk(All) ZNGZ:E.H«Ir{M(‘),
204913, Mm 1hl:y (A), 2:08.84; 4. Jason Whitney (R),
21155:6 'kv(MC) leﬂz&mtﬂuﬂck
(.2 s

Aon-u-m

Rains (NC), 23023 m-cmm ), 2.0 4.
Alfrey (A), 23.06; 6. Pinger (MC), 2314; aums.m.e
W2

Diving - mmmumm(‘).um&immnoy
(AMH), 370.65; 3. Cuq (MC), 334.40; mm.

6.Ben Ga.lcmln
100 b

John Haven (A), 2280; 2. Dlvid

Williams (R). 43, 2.
Lindzy 03; 4. Runduu
(Mr),mm;unwunm 57.83;6. mmc«mu(m

00 freestylo - 1. Haven (I\) 49.33; 2. Rains (NC),
MNTL. Alfrey (A), 50.18; 4. H (NC), 51.29; 6.
m(m,muc Crawiey (MC), 61.64.
1. Retrum (A), 4:60.00: 2. Jacot (R),
5:01.43; 3. Ha-lrll m 5:04.21; 4. Brent Norris (AH),
509, Mt King (A), 6:19.60; 6. Josh Kemmerling

g
S

(it

numk l-y 1. Anderson, 1:30.6; 2. Mun-
cie Central rawley, Pinger, Geoff Kallen).
152.56; 3. Rl(‘hmo‘l\d, I.JG.H. 4, Connerwville, 1:36.01; 6.
Hagerstown, 1:30.45; 6. Vnrklnwn UWWMI. ‘Thompeon,
David Hostetler, uady)_ 1374

(AH), 2. Heck

100 bac! -1 u»dﬂ(

(MC), 64,68, 3 wunum {R). 56.10; 4. mrk Maze ((‘).
50.70; 6. Melander (1), 68.06. 6. Jared Smith (A)
breastatroks 1
1:06.21; 6. Clay Risinger (K) Iﬁfll. 6. Cory

(MC), 1:08.62.
400 MM- relay - 1. Anderson, 3:20.68; 2. Rich-

Petersen (JC), 2
Jmn\y‘hﬁorm).m!’ﬁ s

second in the 200 individ ed-
ley at Richmond. His 2:04.91
clocking was under the state
qualifying standard. Heck fin-
ished three-tenths seconds
behind winner Josh Pyzik of
Anderson Highland.

B Jay's Brian Weaver, first in
the 50 freestyle (:22.82) and a
member of the 200 medley and
freestyle relay teams.

Besides Fillmann, Central's
other first-place finish came from
the 200 medley relay (1:42.61) that
also consisted of Adam Caims;
Michael Pinger and Anthony
Ellison.

-Delta's 400 freestyle relay won
‘at Jay County (3:26.76) with Jer-
emy Dann and Justin Grider join-
ing Mumaw and Wallace on the
team.

Jay County had two winning
relay teams: the 200 medley and
200 freestyle. Weaver, Joe Wright
and Greg Fisher weére on both
teams. Jeremy Klingel completed
the medley relay and Brian Miller
the freestyle relay.

Yorktown and, Southside did
not have any qualifiers for the
state meet. The Tigers' Todd
Rowett was second in the 200
freestyle and third in the 6500
freestyle.

m).mzwmu(m
06,87, 3. Buker (N), :60.00; 4. Jake Yeaklo (M), :60.72; b.
('ml;; Grafmilier (JC), mo;rz, 6. Paul Milliken (D),

n Miller (JC'), :$G.82; 6. Jamea Clark (D), 69.91.
freestyle - 1. Mumaw (D), 602,97, 2. Gerke (N),

!il’l!& 3. Dann (D), G:1600; 4. Nick Bargor (Bel),
KLN 6.Joe Ebersole (HN), 6:42.28;6. uﬂﬂll\ln(ﬂﬂ).

200 treestyle relay - 1. Jay County (Miller, Joo
Weght, Plahr, Weaver), 13235: 2 Dela (Clark, Ao
Ketmme, Mumaw, Wallsce), " Adarma Centra,
1:36.09 4, Bellmont. 1: ma.mo.uum.n.naaum %
ungon Norh 14084,

00 backatroke - 1. Besver (N), 68,02 2. Merriman
(Dol A0 5 Ty Prte O, EOLED, 4
;:-huln(l\(’). 1:02.38. 6. Dustin Barton nm) 1:02.83; 0.

n»mn(m.lmzl
100 breastatroke~ |. Robert Dragoo (Bia), 1:04.
l Tucker (M), 1:06.56; 'l Bly.\khvm\s (Blu),
4. Fiaher (1), 1:08.08; G- Andrew Semith (N), 1:08.10; 6.
Krimme (D), 108.30.
= 1. Della (Wallace, Dann,

relay
Grider, Mumaw), 11:20.76; 2. Norwell, 32872, 3. Marion,
13i37.25;4. Bellmon, :43,85; 6. Adams Central, 3:44.63; 6.
Jay County (Miller, Lance Paxson, Travis Brown, Eric
Johnaton), 34588,

Sampras thrashes

Agassi in finals

SAN JOSE, Calif. — Andre
Agassi missed the bottom line,
which put Pete Sampras on the
top one,

“I care less about the rivalry
than I do about just beating him
— that's the bottom line,” Agassi
sald after being shelled by Sam-
pras 6-2, 6-3 Sundayin the final of
the Sybase Open.

As a result, Sampras moves to
No. 1 in the new-worled rankings,
with Thomas Muster of Austria -
No. 2 and Agassi No. 3
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-state,” Chico said. “We're aware

of what he must do to score well
down there. :

“I think he'll do OK. Whatever
happens; we know he'll give it his
best shot. He sure is
competitive.” {

. The local area sends four indi-
viduals and relay teams to- the

Saturday.. o ‘
B Central's other representa-

“tives are its 200-yard medley relay

* team and Gordon Heck in the 100
backstroke. Relay, members are -

“Heck, Adam Cairns, Anthony -

Ellison and Michael Pinger.
Ellison is the .only relay mem-
ber without previous state meet

- experience.

B Delta will send its 400 free-
style relay team, Casey Mumaw in
the 200 and 500 freestyles, and
Andy Wallace in the 100 freestyle.
Mumaw and Wallace will partici-
pate in the relay, along with Jer-
emy Dann and Justin Grider.

@ Jay County advanced 200
medley and 200 freestyle relay
teams and Brian Weaver in the 50
freestyle. # 3

Weaver,| Joe Wright and Greg
Fisher sw{m in both relays. Jer-

" emy Klingel completes the med-

ley team and Brian Miller the fre-

. estylerelay.

Looking at Fillmann's main

" rivals, sophomore Elliot Massuda

of Valparaiso had the highest
regional diving score with 464.70*

5! pionships beginning
Friday evening. The swimming .
and )diving finals are 1:30 p}xm.

points. . :
Also bettering Fillmann were

sophomore Aaron Kirkpatrick of - !

Pendleton- Heights (424.40);
seiior Rusty Swickheimer of
Franklin Central 3921.70); and
sophomore Dylan Nichols of Pike

. (41830). .

While Fillmann seeks a_state
title, the local swimmers try-to
meet personal goals.

Heck, seeded 16th, wants the
Central school record in-the 100
backstroke. Walker Marsh holds
it with a 54.19-second swim in the
1989 state meet and Heck's lowest
performance has beena :54.98.

Central's medley. relay is

seeded 26th and Chico figures a .

two-second drop. from their

1:43.17 last week could earn them

aspot in the finals. )

Wallace is closing on Delta's
school record of :484 in the 100
freestyle. He clocked, :50.13 in
winning last Saturday's Jay
County sectional meet.

Delta Coach Tom Devine said
Wallace actually. was under the

record during his relay split at *

sectionals.
Mumaw has qualified in the

freestyle races the past two years °

and wants to drop his time under
two and five minutes in the races.

“He has a chance to have some | | A

good time drops there; and"hope-

fully squeak into the scoring,” »

Detine said.

Delta's 400 relay was timed at
" 326,76 at sectional, and the team

wants to eclipse the school récord
of 3:20.00. ) '

.. Central High
“School diver- -
‘Ryan Fillmann -
dogs'some
stretching
before

nt

bto !

1993, Fillrhani won the state Junior
pies compétition and placedl%me top
ﬂ‘, Bﬂ | i o3 s

That ind ofsiceess cotescnly with tal-




Dlver

Continued from Page 1A

“You don't'meet too many peo-
ple like him," said Derinis Sunder-
man, an athletic trainer at Central.
“He knows what he has to,do to be
the best. A lot of times that means :
practicing two times a day.™

- At night, Fillmann often Visual-
izes his dives and watches videos
of professional divers. That merital
preparation is crucial for dwmg in
'crowded natatoriums.

TAS hé“stands orrthe. bdard and

prepares to dive, Fillmann blocks -
out all distractions. . . F

“I just think about my dive and
what I'm going to do, and I usually-
do'it,” he said. A :

Fillmann is mentally tough out-
side of diving, as well. :

. “He's a pretty hard worker,” smd
‘Tanner Snell, who hasbeen .
Fillmann's friend since seventh
grade. “He usually gets things done
that need to.be done.” ;

- At school, Fillmann catches
onto concepts effortlessly, said his,
journalism teacher, Teny Nelson.

“He i8 quick- wltted Nelson
said. “Hesmnmbemund He's'
very, very sharp, He leams quickly,
but yet he doesn’t appear to be
overly scholarly or overly serious
about anything he does.” '

When he’s not diving, Fillmann -
enjoys just hanging out with his
friends, playing billiards or going’
to basketball gares. Afver the sea-
son is over, he stays active out-
doors with cycling, hildng and
baseball.

“When we hang out, we don't get
into big conversations about
(diving],” said Ryan Tolle, who'has
been Fillmann's friend for 14
years.

Lately, Fillmann hasn't had
much time to hang out with hls
friends.

“When I'm not diving, I'm usu-
allytoo tired to do m\yﬂung, he-
said.

He has been worldng onacou-

: Ee% ple new dlves, but they won't be in’:
- his program Saturday. His pre:

g

pared dives will range i’ dlfﬁculty
from241030 with 3.0.being the

}lughest degree of difficulty.

“I really don't neéd to add any

new dives to be competmve,” he

said.

ana University Natatorium inlndi
anapolis, where he will compete. -

against 31 of the state’s top dxve;a f
Kirkpatrick, of Pendleton :a y™
Heights, scored 424.4 at the Craw- -

fordsville Regional; Fillmann won,

- thé Kokomo Regionil with 417.75;
- hislowest score in more than o

years. Three other divers also -~
scored higher than Fillmann at

regionals. - .-

But Flllmanh i8 not womed
Last year, he was ranked seventh

* going into the state competition,

where he took first place.

“I had a good meet at regxonals, "
. but the judging was real low he =

said.
Fillmann has competed agalnst

" — and beaten ~— all of the other

regional winners in prevmus com- -

petitions. .
“I'm happy some dlvers have

higher scores than me,” Fillmann .,

said. “It kind of gives them confis
dence.”

Confidence is not something
Fillmann lacks.. -

“If you don’t know Ryan, he
appears to be self-contained or
conceited,” Nelson said. “Byt whén
you get to know him, he's suté'tf"

- himself because he's a tremendous

diver.”
His swimming coach, Bob Chi-
co, calls Fillmann's attitude opti-

. Mistic.

“He approaches it from an
optimistic point of view that he
can perform just about any dive in

“the program,” Chico said.

One thing you can bet on is
when the pressure is high, Fill-
mann will perform his best.

“I've néver beaten him before,”

- Kirkpatrick said. “I've come close, /
but he’s always pulled it off.”

1
c’i.

Fillmani should have some : i
~ competition Saturday at the Ingi-”

Cent}al’s HecE
relay advance
to consolations

Central juhior Gordon Heck

 reached the consolation finals of

the 100-yard backstroke and the
200-yard medley relay with team-
mates Michael Pinger, Anthony

"Ellison and Adam Cairns at

Friday night's IHSAA swim meet
in Indianapolis.

Heck placed 15th in the back-
stroke preliminaries with a life-
time best time of 54.94 seconds.

The medley relay also placed

“15th in qualifications, although

the Bearcats won their heat in
1:40.49. They were in the slow
first heat, however.

Consolations will be this after-
noon in the Natatorium,

Diving preliminaries were to
start at 9 a.m. today, with Central
junior Ryan Fillmann competing.
Fillmann is the defending state
champion.

No other local swimmers or
divers advanced to today's-com-
petition, i

B Délta senior Andy Wallace
swam :49.75 in the 100 freestyle
to better his sectional time by
almost oné-half season, but he’
placed 30th.

In the 400 freestyle relay,
Wallace, Jeremy Dann, Justin
Grider and Marc Geelhoed placed
31st in 3:28.14.

Mumaw finished 29th in the 200
freestyle in 1:51.07 and 29th in the
500 freestyle in 5:04.26. .

M Jay County’s Brian Weaver
took 31st in the 50 freestyle in -
:22.78. ]

The Patriots also placed 30th in
the 200 freestyle relay in 1:33.16
and 28th in the 200 medley relay
in 1:45.11. '



'-Fillmann_
second
in flnals

By RON SEIBEL
Star sports repofter

INDIANAPOLIS — All'it takes is
one dive to ruin state championship
dreams. 1 ’

-Muncie Central's Ryan Fillmann
had one of those fateful dives, And
it probably cost him his second

* consecutive state title.

Pike's Dylan
Nichols won
the state diving
title with a
434.06 score.

. Despite that
one bad ‘dive,
Fillmann had a
lot to say as to

. who would be
the champion.

3 Fillmann,

"' FILLMANN the defending
; B champion, hit
his seventh dive short at the state
diving meet: Saturday, landing him a
score of 25.0.

That low score, combined with a
48.0 performance on the next dive
by longtime leader Rusty Swickhe-
imer of Franklin Central, appeared
to knock Fillmann out of the 1996
state championship race.

. But, by virtue of a 51-point dive
by Fillmann in the 10th round, the <
Bearcat junior climbed back into
the hunt, only to be caught from
behind by the next-to-last diver.

“He put pressure on -the other
two [leaders],"” Central diving coach

“All we really needed was one more.
point from all the judges. Two of Ryan’s:
last three dives were excellent Th,ey put
him back in contention.”

Bob Chico
Central coach

Diving
Continued from Page 1C
“It came down to whoever had
the best dive in the last round.”
Going’ into the seventh round,
Fillmann was in third place,
although he trailed then-first-place
diver Nichols by only 4.85 points

the most difficult dives in hjgh Homestead: 53, North Central 46, Eas) Con;vul

; : & sition: . o
. Tanya Wingfield said. ' and Swickheimer by ‘a mere four- :,( hl(:(::ri &omgeo mlior;.e a ;(.(;/.t;ﬁs.e“f/. ﬁfah‘f.’.'ii C;gknée"i‘fi l;cm\ﬂg%ym Nh hasp 40, 40,
A 10ths of a point. ~ l‘llch d ah > (08 belo 3 t.lh CULLY.  (;wrence 32, Rensseloer Central 32, South Bend
See DIVING on Page 4C “Then trouble hit for Fillmann, '€ had a chance to blow the meet 330 ':“ %ﬁ.‘;’g‘"&mh’j"gl"%d&;u”“""'

dives and scores of Muncie
Central's Ryan Fillmann:

1. Forward pike; 41.40.

2. Forward 22 somevsault

* plke; 50.70.

3. Forward 1% somersault.
double twist; 37.70.

4. Back plke; 33.30.

5. Back 1! somersault, -
pike; 36.00.

Preliminary place: 3rd, 4.85
pts. behind Dylan Nichols,
Pike.

6. Reverse pike; 36.0

7. Reverse 1% somersault,
pike; 25.0

8. Forward 1'2 somersault,
twist; 36.9.

Semifinal score: 297.0.
Semifinal place: 3rd, 24.2
pts. behind Rusty

9. Inward pike; 38.7.

10. Inward 1‘/zsomersaull
pike; 51.6.

11. Reverse 2"z
somersault, tuck; 39.00.

2nd, 7.75 points behind
Nichols.

Fillmann’s dives
INDIANAPOLIS — The
Preliminary score: 199.10.

Swickheimer, Franklin Central.

Final score: 426.30. Place:

His seventh dive, a reverse 1% som-
ersault in the pike “position, ran
into problems. The dive was well
short, with’Fillmann barely avoid-
ing the board.

Fillmann lost 134 points on
Nichols and 12.8 points on Swick-
heimer in the seventh round, giv-
ing Fillmann a major gap to
overcome.

That gap became almost insur-
mountable in the eiglith round, as
Swickheimer nailed a dive that
gave him 48 more points. Mean-
while, Fillmann scoréd 36.9 points
in the eighth on a forward 1% som-
ersault twist, putting the Bearcat
junior even farther behind.

_But turnabout is fair play in the
diving world, "

In the 10th round, Fillmann
nailed an inward 1'2-pike, posting a
score of 51.60 on the dive. That put
him within earshot of Swickheimer
and ahead of Nichols for the final
dive.

“That was the same dive that
won-it last year,” Wingfield said.
“We set up his dives so he would
always be in position to catch up.™

Then Swickheimer opened the
doot for Fillmann with a 21.3-point
dive that fell short of completion. |

Fillmann then att.empud one of

wide open, but a poor takeoff held
Fillmann to a 39-point score. It was
good enough to pass Swickheimer,
but all Nichols needed to win was
a39.9.

Nichols nailed his ldbl dive, giv-’

ing him a score of 47.6 and the
state title,

“All we really ne¢ded was one
niore point from all the judges,”
Central head coach Bob Chico
said. “Two of Ryan's last three
dives were excellent. They put him
back in contention.”

In other swimming -events, the
Bearcat 200-yard medley relay
team of Gordon. Heck, Adam
Cairns; Anthony Ellison and Mike’
Pinger placed 16th overall with a
time of 1:41.01 in the consolation
final.

“Heck dlso competed in the cori-
solation finals of the. 100-yard
backstroke, where he placéd ‘16th
overall with. a time of :64.44 sec-
onds. He improved his tine by half
a second over his prelimindry
showing, :
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